
ASSESSMENT 

What is your student learning? 

Alabama students are assessed using a variety of state mandated standardized assessments.  A description is provided 

of state mandated assessments given within the Gadsden City School System. 

ACAP Summative Assessment Information 

The Alabama State Department of Education is implementing a new benchmark assessment – the Alabama 

Comprehensive Assessment Program (ACAP) Summative Assessment – for students in grades 2-8.  This assessment is 

aligned with the Alabama Course of Study for each grade.  All students in grades 2-8 will take math and English language 

arts benchmark assessments, and students in grades 4, 6 and 8 will also take the science benchmark assessments.   

Second grade students will test only to establish a baseline to measure student growth during their third grade year.  

The second graders’ test results will not be used to measure second grade achievement or for accountability purposes. 

ACCESS for ELLs 

ACCESS is an individual assessment given to all students in grades K through 12 who are English as a second language 

learners to determine English language proficiency.  The four domains assessed are listening, reading, writing and 

speaking. 

Alternate ACCESS for ELLS 

The Alabama Alternate ACCESS for ELLS is designed specifically for students identified as English language learners with 

significant cognitive disabilities.  It is available for grade-level clusters including grades 1-2, 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12.  It is 

available in all four domains accessed with ACCESS for ELLs including listening, reading, writing and speaking.  The 

following requirements must be met to participate in the Alternate ACCESS for ELLS: 

 Identified as ELL 

 Identified as having one or more existing categories of disability under IDEA 

 Currently participating in Alabama Extended Standards 

 Disability precludes meaningful participation in ACCESS for ELLs, even with accommodations. 

Alabama Alternate Assessment 

The primary purpose of the Alabama Alternate Assessment is to assess students’ mastery of state extended content 

standards in reading, mathematics and science.  The AAA is a criterion-referenced portfolio assessment administered to 

students with significant cognitive disabilities working on the Alabama Extended Standards. 

The AAA is actually a process occurring throughout the school year.  This process follows these steps:  the teacher 

teaches and collects pieces of evidence reflective of the student’s performance on a particular complexity level for each 
grade-level extended content standard throughout the school year.  The teacher selects three pieces of evidence per 

extended content standard to send as the student’s Body of Evidence.  Evidence scored includes student 
worksheets/teacher tests, student work samples, annotated photographs, scripted audio/video and written 

performance summaries.  The compilation of the Body of Evidence completes the assessment process. 



The pieces of evidence in the Body of Evidence are scored using the AAA Rubric:  alignment to the Extended Content 

Standard; Complexity of the Extended Content Standard; Level of Assistance Used; Mastery of Content.  Performance is 

reported on four levels with the goal of students scoring a Level III or Level IV, meeting or exceeding academic content 

standards. 

ACT plus Writing 

ACT plus Writing is an individual assessment given to 11th graders to be used for early college admission entry and for 

scholarship application.  The ACT plus Writing is the “real” national college admissions exam that measures English, 
math, science and reading with the addition of writing.  The ACT plus Writing is accepted by all colleges and universities 

in the United States.  For more information about the ACT plus Writing, please visit the ACT plus Writing website. 

ACT WorKeys 

The ACT Work Keys assesses the job skills that helps an employer select, hire, train, develop and retain a workforce that 

is of high performance.  Work Keys measures foundational and soft skills and offers specialized assessments that target 

the needs of the institution.  ACT Work Keys has helped numerous people build their skills to increase their 

competitiveness and to gear them for a successful career path.  Visit http://www.act.org/products/workforce-act-

workkeys to obtain additional information. 
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Gadsden City School System Kindergarten through Second Grade Assessment 

The assessment given by the Gadsden City School System in Kindergarten through Second Grade is the 

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS).  The DIBELS Assessments are a set of 

procedures and measures for assessing the acquisition of early literacy skills from kindergarten through sixth 

grade. They are designed to be short (one minute) fluency measures used to regularly monitor the development 

of early literacy and early reading skills. 

DIBELS are comprised of seven measures to function as indicators of phonemic awareness, alphabetic 

principle, accuracy and fluency with connected text, reading comprehension, and vocabulary. DIBELS were 

designed for use in identifying children experiencing difficulty in acquisition of basic early literacy skills in 

order to provide support early and prevent the occurrence of later reading difficulties. 

DIBELS benchmark goals are empirically derived, criterion-referenced target scores that represent adequate 

reading progress. A benchmark goal indicates a level of skill where the student is likely to achieve the next 

DIBELS benchmark goal or reading outcome. If a student achieves a benchmark goal, then the odds are in favor 

of that student achieving later reading outcomes if he/she receives research-based instruction from a core 

classroom curriculum. 

Benchmark Goals for Gadsden City School Grade K-2 

 

 

Kindergarten 

 FSF LNF PSF NWF-CLS NWF-WWR 

Beginning 23/12 29/21 - - - 

Middle 52/42 52/41 51/41 34/24 Optional 

Endorsed 

End n/a 62 Optional 

Endorsed 
44/34 7/1 

 

 

Second 

Grade 

 NWF-CLS NWF-WWR ORF-WRC ORF-A RTF 

Beginning 74/56 22/12 80/55 99/92  

2 Middle n/a n/a 100/72 99/97 

End n/a n/a 111/83 99/98 

 

*The “bold” scores are the benchmark scores. “Non-bold” scores are the cut point for at risk students. 

*3rd grade will be tested for Dibels Next this year. 

MORE INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW AS IT IS AVAILABLE 

LNF-Letter Naming Fluency FSF- First Sound Fluency       PSF- Phoneme Segmentation 

NWF-Nonsense Word Fluency  CLS-Correct Letter Sounds            WWR- Whole Words Read 

ORF-Oral Reading Fluency WRC-Words Read Correctly          A- Accuracy  RTF-Retell Fluency 

 

First 

Grade 

 LNF PSF NWF-CLS NWF-WWR ORF-WRC ORF-A RTF 

Beginning 58/46 Optional 

Endorsed 
42/30 7/2 n/a n/a n/a 

Middle n/a n/a 70/49 21/12 34/20 86/72 2 

End n/a n/a 96/62 30/17 69/36 98/87 2 



 

GADSDEN CITY SCHOOLS 

LUNCHROOM INFORMATION 

 

 

 

SCHOOLS    LUNCHROOM #   MANAGER NAME  

 

ELEMENTARY  

Oscar Adams   256-549-2989   Debra Densmore  

Eura Brown    256-543-2311   Belinda Jaggers  

Donehoo    256-546-5919   TBA  

Floyd     256-546-6096   Taylor Murray 

Mitchell    256-546-7686   Angelia Couch  

Striplin    256-543-7736   Jill Harrison  

Thompson    256-546-4842   Amy Zuniga  

Walnut Park   256-546-1144   Sabrina Chumley  

 

 

MIDDLE  

Emma Sansom   256-546-3318   Sylvia Cole  

Gadsden Middle   256-547-0760   Christy Baker  

Litchfield Middle   256-549-2991   Verma Rigby  

 

 

HIGH  

Gadsden City   256-543-4238   Danielle Varnon 



 

GADSDEN CITY SCHOOLS CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM 
 

Nutrient Standard Menu Planning  
Gadsden City Schools follows the Nutrient Standard Menu Planning. The meals must meet the Recommended 
Daily Allowance established by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).  
 
Offer Versus Serve Program  
Gadsden City Schools participates in the Offer vs. Serve Program. This program allows students to choose what 
they would like to eat. The meals are broken down into components and the students are required to take a 
certain number of components to have the meal qualify as a reimbursable meal.  
 
Breakfast  
A healthy breakfast is offered with fruit available at each meal. Milk may be selected or declined. A total of two 
menu items must be chosen, although all four may be taken.  
 
Lunch  

 An entrée, vegetables and a fruit are offered at each meal  

 Milk: Student may select or decline  

 A minimum of three items must be taken  

 A maximum of five items may be taken  
 
Meal Pricing  
Elementary Prices:  

 Student Breakfast: $1.00  

 Reduced Price Breakfast: $.30  

 Adult and Child Guest Breakfast: $1.25  

 Student Lunch: $3.25  

 Reduced Priced Lunch: $.40  

 Adult and Child Guest Lunch: $4.25  

 Employee pricing: Breakfast - $1.00, Lunch - $4.00  

 Extra Entrée: $1.00  

 Extra Vegetable: $.75  

 Extra Bread: $.25  
 
Secondary Prices:  

 Student Breakfast: $1.00  

 Reduced Price Breakfast: $.30  

 Adult and Child Guest Breakfast: $1.25  

 Student Lunch: $3.25  

 Reduced Priced Lunch: $.40  

 Adult and Child Guest Lunch: $4.25  

 Employee pricing: Breakfast - $1.00, Lunch - $4.00  

 Extra Entrée: $1.00 – Middle Schools ($1.25 at GCHS)  

 Extra Vegetable: $.75 – Middle Schools ($1.00 at GCHS)  

 Extra Bread: $.25 – Middle Schools ($.50 at GCHS)  
 



 
 

Textbook Contact Person by School 

 

 
Adams Elementary    Ms. Smitherman 

Donehoo Elementary    Mrs. Ransaw 

Eura Brown Elementary   Mrs. Holland 

Striplin Elementary    Mr. Ash 

       Mr. Nelson 

Thompson Elementary   Mrs. Maxwell 

Floyd Elementary    Mrs. McElderry 

Mitchell Elementary    Mrs. Rogers 

Walnut Park Elementary   Mrs. Woods 

Gadsden Middle     Mr. Peoples 

Emma Sansom Middle   Ms. Tiller 

Litchfield Middle     Mr. Charlie Parker 

Gadsden City High    Mr. Morgan 
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