
State of Alabama 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security {CARES) Act 

Governor's Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund 

Local Educational Agency (LEA) Application 

In order to receive a CARES Act GEER Fund allocation, an LEA must submit this application to the SEA. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. LEA Information 

LEA Name Gadsden City Board of Education 

Mailing Address PO Box 184 

Physical Address 1026 Chestnut Street 

City/ Town and Zip Code Gadsden. AL 35901 

Superintendent's Name Tony Reddick 

Contact Person Cory Skelton 

Contact Person Position CSFO 

Contact Telephone Number (256) 549-2905 

Contact Email cskelton@gadsdencilyschools.org 

PROGijAMMATIC, FISCAL, AND REPORTING ASSURANCES 

The United States Department of Education (USED) has approved the application from the State of Alabama for 

GEER funds under the CARES Act. The Governor of Alabama allocated $48,851,495 to the Alabama State Department 

of Education. GEER funds can be obligated through 9/30/2022. Pre-award costs to the GEER fund will be allowed for 

allowable cost incurred on or after March 13, 2020. 

2. Allowable Service(s) Section 

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies that they will use the awarded GEER 
I funds in the following ways (select one option per letter) : 

A. Private School Equitable Services Allocation 

NOTE: Use the Private School Equitable Services Implementation Form for this section. 

D The LEA has no private schools in their attendance area 

D The LEA has private schools but ALL declined to participate in CARES Act GEER funding 

IZJ The LEA has private schools that will participate in CARES Act GEER funding 

Complete the section below only if you have private schools that will be participating in GEER funds: 

Total LEA GEER Allocation S349,605.00 

Total LEA Private School Allocation S26.065.30 

Total LEA Private School Administrative Costs Set-Aside 52,606.53 

Total # of Private Schools Participating 3_00 

Total Student Enrollment at the LEA 4,903.00 

Total Student Enrollment at ALL Participating Private Schools 395.00 
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B. Equip school buses with WI-Fl capabilities to Increase Internet connectivity and help bridge the digital divide 
within the LEA, 

LEA Allocation for Section B: ..:.$_71.;..,1_78..:..7_3 ______ _ 

0 The LEA will use the allocation above for equipping school buses with Wl·FI capabilities, 
IZI The LEA will not use this allocation for equipping school buses with WI-Fl capabilities. 

Complete the section below only If your LEA chooses not to use this allocotlon: 
Reason/Rationale: We do not own 111• school buso,i we use and w!Jen we use them the route, are voiy short. 

We will transfer this allocation to: 
D Academic Support to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps of Students (C) 

Amount 10 be transferred: ______ _ 
[Zl Before and After School Tutoring for Learning and Remediation In Schools (D) 

Amount to be transferred: $71,178.73 

C, Provide additional academic support to bridge learning and achievement gaps of students within the LEA, 

LEA Allocation for section C: $187,653.03 -----------
[l] The LEA will use the allocation above for providing addltl1>nal academic support to students. 
D The LEA will not use this allocation for providing additional academic support to students, 

Complete the sertlon below only If your LEA chooses not to use this allocot/on: 
Reason/Rationale: We will tran,rer partial of thlon,oney fortulo!U19, We feel tutoring I• a veiy Important aspect In our district. 

We will transfer this allocation to: 
O Equipping School Buses with WI-Fl Capabilities {Bl 

Amount to be transferred: _______ _ 

[l] Before and After School Tutoring for Learning and Remediation In Schools (D) 
Amount to be transferred: ..;.$1_1_71l'-'G_s_,o_3 ___ _ 

D, Provide before and after school tutorlrig as defined In the Alabama Literacy Act for learning and remediation in 
schools within the LEA, 

LEA Allocation for Section D: -'$_64-'-,7_0_7._94 _______ _ 

IZJ Tho LEA will use the allocatlon above for providing tutoring to students, 
D The LEA will not use this allocation for providing tutoring to students. 

Complete the seuton below only if your LEA chooses not to use this allocation: 
Reason/Rationale: _________________________ _ 

We will transfer this allocation to: 
D Equipping School Buses with Wi·FI Capabilities (B) 

Amount to be transferred: _______ _ 

D Academic Support to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps of Students (CJ 
Amount to be transferred: 

!NOTE: Only answer the questions below that apply to how the LEA wlll use GEER fu.nds, 
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li2A. Equitabl'e Services Assurances 

1The !EA Sl!lperintendent or his/ her uuthorirzed rep,esentotive liJiSSures 0r certifies the following; 
• ll'te lEA.receiving Gli:ER funds will provide equitalofe services to students aod teachers in non-pwblic 

schools l'ocated within the l EA. ini the same manner as: provided under SectLon llll/7 of the ESEA a,s. 
d'etermined through timel:Y a,nd meaningful consultation with representat ives of non~publia: sch©ols. 

• Thell.EA w irl ellSl!lre that a public agency witl maintain control of funds for the services and ass.i.stance 

provided t0 a non-publ'ic school under the GEER fum:L 

• The ILIEA wm ensure tha,t a p.ublk age·ncy will have titl'e to materials, equipment, and property 

purchased withi GEER fonds. 

• The t EA will ensure that s.ervices to a non-public school wit h GEER fund'.s w ill be provided! by a pwbl'ic 

agency directfy. or through contract with. another public or private entity. 

Provide a brief explanation answering the foll'owing questions: 
1) Were services from pri.vate schoots acceptecfor refused in your l!.EA? 
2) If services were accepted by pri,vate schools, who accepted and what allocation did they receive? 
3) When did private schools in your LEA receive timely and meaningful consultation? 
4) What services will each private school receive and when will, the services be imptemented? 
5) H'ow will GEER funds be used to improve remote learning services and support technical capacity and 

access at private school's within your LEA? 
6) If a private school administrative set-aside is being taken by the LEA, what is the allocation and how 

will it be used? 

1) Services were accepted by private schools in our LEA. 

2) Coosa Christian School accepted Services. Coosa Christian received $13,659.54 in allocation. 
St. James Catholic School accepted Services. St. James received $7,661 .22 in allocation. 
Episcopal Day School accepted Services. Episcopal received $2,138.01 in allocation. 

3) Private schools in our LEA received timely and meaningful consultation August 14, 2020. 

4) Private schools will offer services that provide academic support to bridge learning and 
achievement gaps and services that provide tutoring for learning and remediation. The services 
will be implemented during the 2020/2021 and 2021/2022 academic years. Services can be 
· extended through September 30, 2022. 
CCS - will update and expand technology including on-line learning and communication. 

• SJCS - Tutors will be hired for intervention and remediation to work with identified students and 
instructional resources to bridge the leaming gaps for on-l'ine learning, 
EDS - sptit between tutors beilil9 hired for intervention and remediation to work with identified 

. students and a reading program doe dyslexic students making more practi'ce avail1abte on-line. 

5) GEER funds wtll be used to upgrade hardware for teachers to use in providing vilitual lessons, 
tutoring and remediation. Ensuire lessons can be broadcast from the classroom or from home in 
case of ~Urarantine, 

1 6) $2,606.53 will be allocated for administrative, set-askl1e to offset expenses invofved1 in the 
procurement, payroU and inventory 11)'rocess. 

Pageo3 Qf 112 

I 



!211, Equipping School Buses with WHI Clipabllltles I 
Provide details as to how the LEA will us11 GEER funds to c1,nnect WI-Fl to district buses. 

NA 

i2c. AddltlonQI Acedamle Supports to Bridge Learning and AQhlevementGaps 7 
~ppllcable Grade•Ll!vel l~)ICheck all that ~pp!v): 

Pre-I< I I K □ 1st l I 2nd □ 3rd □ 4th I I 5th I I 

AnnUealJfe suooort(s) (Che~k all that anoly)i 

□ Reading/ELA Family Engagement/At-Home Learning Resources 
Math Family Enga•ement/At-Home Learning Resources 
oyscalculia-Speclflc Screener 
0yslexla-Speclflc Screener 

tzl Vulnerable Populations Resources or Sunoorts f ES n .. 
MS □ HS [7 

NOTEl Onlv answer the .questions below that aoply to supports selected above by the lfA, 

Re~dlnll and Math Family EngagentenVAt-Hotne l..eamlng Resoun;es 
l)escrlb~ hoWthe foltowlris ~ondltlons wHI be maximlied through the purchase of resources, tools, or other 
~upport• with the use of GEHR fWtds: . ,Aflgns toAlab.allUi £LA. arrd/or meth .course of studv standards; 
• Provll'les opportunltle$1;0 e11teni:f learnlng.atd build connections at home; . Reinf!lrteli key $lade level Cilneitpts; . lncludu grade,level appropriate .m;tnlpuli,tlves for .math and literature for reading; . Provides Individual student opportunities for both intervention and enrichment actMties; a.nd 
• Includes e~sv-to•fOlll)W planning calendars or activity suggestions for famllles • 

NA 
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Dvscalculla $cro11ner . . ... 
Describe how tile foUowln(! conditions wlll be ma~lmlzed through the purchase of resources, tools,.or othiir 
supports wltll the U$11 ofGEER fi111d1; . Identifies dyscalcullc tendencies In students and is not time Intensive to administer; . Recommends lnte:rventlon lltrategles; . Presents easvto interpret reports and lnformatl1m on a 1tudent's strengths and weak.nesses; 
• Provides diagnOlltic r11ports for teachers; 
• Provides parent reports and jjuldance; and . Provide addltlom,I op11ortunltles to screen $ludents beyond grade 3, 

NA 

.. , 
Oyslexla-Spectflc Screener 
Describe howth1> f11llowln11 coiidltlons wm be maxlml~ed through the purthas11 ofresources, tools, or other 
supp1,1rts.with the use otGEERfimds: . Aligns. to evldence>b~sed sclen~e of reqdlng criteria; 
• . P«wldeoi ability aild Q,»lons to unlversally screen, Identify risks, progress m1mitor, and/or. report 

results In a seamless svstem.i 
• Pro111d,s recommendations for lntl!rventlon strategies and/or •lndivlduallied learning paths to help 

dose acfllijvement 11a11&; and 
• Provides addltlPn~I 011norltrnltt11s to screen students beyond grade S llhpplical!le) . . .- " .,. . . . . ,. . 

NA 
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Vulnerable PopulatlonJ Supports 
Describe how the following conditions wlll be maxlml~ed through the purchase of resoUl'.<1tll$, t<Xlls, or 1>ther 

. ···-

support$ with the U$1! of GQER funds1 . Provides streamlined approach to gather, use, and monitor Identified 11ulnerable population data; . Includes tools or resourtei to assist with development and/or Implementation of lndlvlduallied plans 
for speclfl, needs of student,1 

• Includes communication tools to ensure meaningful communication In a language understood by the 
parents/guardians; 

• Provides evidence-based learning activities that allgn to student,' plans; .and 
• Provides other related or applicable service, speelflc to vulnerable oopulattons, 

1. 0ue to Instructional llmltatlons and a loss of student engagement that has been created by lack of face 
to face Instruction, students at all grade levels will be afforded the opportunity to receive addltlonal 
academic support as needed based on diagnostic assessments administered during the first two weeks of 
school and based on the ongoing formative assessments provided by teachers. 
2, Small group tutoring will be based on the ALSDE critical standards review and reteaching. The after 
school tutoring sessions will be designed based on assessment data and Instructors wl/l utlll:ze learning 
platforms and resources that can be Individualized to meet the needs of the learners. Stm;lents with unique 
needs wlll receive targeted support based on Individual plans for Instruction. 
3. Parents and students with language barriers will receive remediation In their nallve language orwilh 
communication devices that enable active participation by the learner. 
4. Evidence based learning actlVltles will be provided In all schools, after school programs and during 
remote learning sessions. 
5, All classrooms, whether remote or face to face, will be taught by certified teachers unless excessive 
absences by teachers arise due to COVID. To provide continuity and structure for classroom Instruction In 
the schools, full time substitutes will be employed and trained by the district to continue the learning plans 
established by the teacher to avoid lost Instruction llme. 

[ao. llef0re/AW1r Sehe>pl T~tor1na . 
-

Desurlbehew the foUQwin,ti C11JndltJons wlll .bemaxlmlted thrQll.llh ttie p11rch;11se.cili'e$OUrces, tools, or othi!r 
suppqrts with the use of .1.1EER funds: · · 

Allps ti! Af11b11ma Lltera~y Act requirements for $t~dents who ere Identified with a reading deficiency; 
, J>r<tvldes le11rnlng c,pportunities outside Of th1,1 traditio1111I schoor day; and 
, lnelud<1• de!ICl'lptlon of employee dutles/resDon,lblUtl~s allgnlld to Intensive .Intervention needs. 

Gadsden City School System will provide after school tutoring beginning in Sept. 2020 in order 
to address on•going academic weaknesses as evidenced by periodic benchmark assessments 
and ongoing formative assessments. 

1. After school tutoring for K3 students will be Intentionally planned to provide ongoing reading 
intervention and an evidence based, dyslexic specified program to address student needs In 
each of the 6 components of raadlng to align with ALA requirements. 
2. After school tutoring will take place after school and students will be grouped according to skill 
deficiency identified through formation assessments. 
3, After school tutors will be certified teachers contracted each week to provide Intensive, small 
group Instruction based on intervention needs in groups of 5-10 students. 
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i3·. Budget Development 

1
The LEA Sl!lpe.lnt.endent orh'is/her Ol!lthorized representative azures or certifies the foll'©wing: 
Tl'te lM wm llliSe GEER fonds for activities outrfned in the appl'ication and altowabte l!lndeJ Section 180©2tc) of 

Di\/ision B of the [ARES Art The IU'nitecd States !Department of Education does not expert administrative or executive 

sa!aries and benefits for IHfs, SEAs, or the ether educatien related entities referenced at Section 18002l c}(3} to be ai 

tawful Pl!lroose for GErn fonds. 

Tetal CARES Act - GEER Altocatfon: $ 
(NOTE: Make sure to include Equ.itahl'e Services in the total} , 349,605.00 

Provid'e a detailed budget to eicplain how GEER. funds will be u.sed at the tEA as identifiedlby data, needs 
,assessmentsg and other area-s impacted by the COVID-li9 pandemic. 

3A. Equitabre Services 

Total Section.A Allocation $26.065.30 

Expense Items Brief Description of Expense l,tems 
Funding Source Estimated Budget 

(Function - Object - Program) Amount 
Private School --- $23,458.77 See Detailed Narrative in Section 2A t2Q)l}~ 

' Allocation 
~t .... ,00 --

Private School 
See Detailed Narrative in Section 2A 9200-19-9-4900 $2,606.53 Admin. Costs 

3B. Equipping School Buses with Wi-Fi Capabilities 

Total Section B Allocation 

Expense Items Brief Description of Expense Items 
Funding Source Estimated Budget 

(Function - Object - Program) Amount 

Wi-Fi Equipment 

Indirect Costs 

Other 
(II applicable) 

' 

' 
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ac. A.ddltlonal Atademk supportS to Brld"e Learning and Achievement Gaps 
Total Section C Allocation $70~00,00 

Expense Items Brief Description of Expense Items Funding Source Estimated lludget 
I Function. Object• Proaram) Amount 

Salarles run llmesuba 1100-101•120011600 $58~63.00 

Benefits Ml time subs 1100-2301260-1200/1600 $11,137.00 (If annllcoblel 

Classroom Supplies 
(lncludln!l- print matorlalt) 

Transportation 
(lfa•"llcablel 

Indirect Costs 
Other 

{If applloab~) 

!JD, ~11forr[After S~hoal 'tutoring 
Total Section D Allocation $263,639.70 

ExpeMe Items Brief Description of Expense Items Funding Source Estimated Budget 
(Function. Object. Pr~graml Amount 

Salaries 37 beta!'f) and after school tutors all grades 1100-199-1200. $213,950.18 

Benefits 37 be!Ore and aner school IUlors all grados 1100-220/250-1200 $39,689.M 
!lf oopllcoblO) 

Classroom Supplies 
(lncludlnB print mptutlals) 

Transportation 
{If ••·lltabl•I 

Indirect Costs 
Olhor 

(If applloebla) 

-
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,How will the LEA pfan for impl'ementati0n aod measure impact for effectiveness for purchases identified? 

Students will be evaruated\ at reast 3 times per year ... beginning, mid<Ilfe and end of the year 
l!.lising Star Renaissance and math assessment, Dibefs Amplify, and/or USA Test Prep diagnostic 
assessment. 

All programs and practi.ces used in the distJict will be evidence based 0n student data and 
monthly coltaborattve team meetings invol'vrng teachers, counselors, admin and other 
stakeholders as needed to aA>al:yze th:e assessment data and make adjr:.rstments throughout the 
year for ongoing process monitoring,. 

,What is the proposed timeline for providing services and assistance ta students and staff? 

Services will begin as early as September of 2020 and go through September 2022. 

OTHER ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS 

4. Other Assurances and Certifications 

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following: 
• The LEA that receives GEER funds will, to the greatest extent practicable, continue to pay its 

employees and contractors during the period of any disruptions or closures related to COVID-19 in 

compliance with Section 18006 of Division B of the CARES Act. 

• The LEA will comply with the maintenance of effort provision in Section 18008{a) of Division 8 of the 

CARES Act absent waiver by the Secretary pursuant to Section 18008(b) thereoL 

• The LEA will cooperate with any monitoring policies and/or procedures w ith regards to the 

allowability of expenditures. 
• The tEA will cooperate with any examination of records with respect to such funds by making records 

avai!abte for inspection, production, and examination, and authorized individuals for interview and 

examination, upon, request. 
• The LEA will use GEER funds for purposes that are reasonable, necessary, arid al.l'ocabl.e under the 

CARES Act. 
•• The LEA will compl'y with the provisions of all applicable acts, regulations and\ assurances; the 

provisions. of Edu.cation Department General Administrative Regulations in 34 CFR Parts 75, 76, 77, 81, 

82, 84, 86, 97, 98, and 99; the 0MB Guideliries to Agencies on 6ovemment1Nid'e 1Deb-airment and 

Suspension (Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR Part 180, as adopted and amended as, regul1ations, of the 

Department in 2 CFR Part 3485; and the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and 

Audit Requirements for FederaUAwards in Z CFR, Part 200, as adopted and amended as regulations of 

the· Del!)ar1iment in 2 €:FR' Part 3474. 
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S. section 421 of the l:leneral Education Provisions Att Assurances 
.. 

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized re,:iresentat/lle assures or certifies the followlna: 
(a) The purpose of this section Is to assist the Department In Implementing the Department's mission to ensure 
equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation, by• 

(1) ensuring equal opportunities to participate for all eligible students, teachers, and other program ben!lflclarles 
In any project or activity carried out under an applicable program; and 

(2) promoting the ability of such students, teachers, and beneficiaries to meet high standards, 
(b) The Secretary shall require each applicant for assistance under an applicable program (other than an Individual) 
to develop and describe In such applicant's application the steps such applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable 
access to, alld equitable participation In, the project or actiVlty to be conducted with such assistance, by addressing 
the special needs of students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries In order to overcome barriers to equitable 
participation, Including barriers based on gender, race, color, national origin, disablllty, and age. 
(c) The Secretary may establish criteria and provide technical assistance for meeting the requirements of this 
section. 
(d) Nothing In this section shall be construed to alter In any way the rights or responsibilities established under the 

What 1teps il11ea1he L~A pmpOlle to take to permit st~l!en~, Jeacliifrs, ilnd other progrom ben!!fidarles to 
overcome barriers (Includlng barriers based on gender, race, color, national .origin, dlsobUlty, $1Td ageftbat hnpede 
equal a~ces, to, ar Pii't!Gipatlon In. the nio1m1m?. 

LEA will provide tutoring in community housing, boys & girls club and community churches to 
assist In decreasing the barriers of students with tow economical barriers. 

Gadsden Clly will work to overcome barriers for all stakeholders by providing opportunities for all 
teachers and famalles by ensuring equal access to all program options and eliminating language 
barriers, transportation barriers, etc. 

If any barriers arises outside of the above our district will work to resolve It. 
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Ii, Se!Jtlon 442 of the General Educat.lQO Pr<>vlslons Act AHurilntes 
The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representutlve assures orcert(fles the fallowing: 
(a) Each local educational agency which participates In an applicable program under which Federal funds are made 
available to such agency through a State agency or board shall submit to such agency or board a general application 
containing the assurances set forth In subsection (b). The application shall cover the participation by that local 
educational agency in all such programs. 
(b) The general application submitted by a local education agency under subsection (a) shall set forth assurances 

(1) that the local educational agency wlll administer each program by the application In accordance with all 
applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications; 

(2) that the control of funds provided to the local educational aeency under each program, and title to property 
acquired with those funds, will be in a public agency and that a public agency will administer those funds and 
property; 

(3) that the local educational agency will use fiscal c1mtrol and fund accounting procedures that will ensure 
proper disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid to that agency under each program; 

(4) that the local educational agency will make reports to the State agency or board and to the Secretary as may 
reasonably be necessary to enable the State agency or board and the Secretary to perform their duties and that the 
local educational agency will maintain such records, Including the records required under section 44:!, and provide 
access to those records, as the State agenw or board or the Secretary deem necessary to perform their duties; 

(5) that the local educational agency will provide reasonable opportunities for the participation by teachers, 
parents, and other Interested agencies, organizations, and individuals In the planning for and operation of each 
program; 

(6) that any application, evaluation, periodic program plan or report relating to each program will be made 
readily available to parents and other members of the general public; 

(7) that In the case of any project Involving constructlon -
(A) the project Is not Inconsistent with overall State plans forthe construction of school facilities, and 
(B) In developing plans for construction, due consideration will be given to excellence of architecture and 
design and to compliance with standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 In order to ensure that facilities constructed with the use of Federal funds are 
accessible to and usable by Individuals with disabilities; 

{8) that the local educational agency has adopted effective procedures for acquiring and disseminating to 
teachers and admlnlWators participating In each program significant Information from educational research, 
demonstrations, and similar projects, and for adopting, where appropriate, promising educational practices 
developed through such projects; and 

(9) that none of the funds expended under any applicable program will be used to acquire equipment (including 
computer software) In any Instance In which such acquisition results in a direct financial benefit to any organization 
representing the interests of the purchasing entity or Its employees or any affiliate of such an Qrganlzatlon, 
(c) A general application submitted under this section shall remain in effect forthe duration of the program It 
covers. The State agencies or boards adminlsterJng the programs covered by the application shall not require the 
submission or amendment of such application unless required by changes In Federal or State law or by other 
significant change In the circumstances affecting an assurance In such application. 
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To the best of my knowledge and belief, all the information and data in this agreement are true and correct. I 
acknowledge and agree that the failure to comply with all Assurances and Certifications in this agreement, all 

relevant provisions and requirements of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 (March 27, 2020), or any other 
applicable law or regulation may result in liability under the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. § 3729, et seq. ; 0MB 
Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR Part 180, as 

adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR Part 3485; and 18 U.S.C. § 1001, as appropriate. 

Cory Skelton (256) 549-2905 

Telephone Number 

01/28/2022 
Date 

Tony Reddick (256) 549-2905 
Telephone Number 

01/28/2022 
Date 

Send completed application to CARESapp@alsde.edu. 

Upon approval of the application, funds will be released to the LEA. 

ALSDE Internal Use Only 

ignature 

Date Application Received: I/ & ( ( Z.o 'Z. z. 
1 1 

Date ALSDE Approved: z/ Cf / 20 2'2.-

&/ 9 fa 3--
Dat~ 

Date GEER Funds Released: --------
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